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Wanted! No New Brownfields:

Quebec Approaches

Canadian Brownfields 2009

Vancouver

October 26

Michel Beaulieu

Quebec Ministry for Sustainable Development, Environment and 
Parks
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Contaminated Land Rehabilitation 

Policies 

Á Contaminated Land Rehabilitation Policy (1988)

Á Focus only on historical contamination

Á Soil Protection and Contaminated Land 

Rehabilitation Policy (1998)

ÁMust go beyond rehabilitation of historical sites

Á Policy deals with prevention and soil protection   
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Soil Protection and Contaminated 

Land Rehabilitation Policy (1998) 

Á Prevention and protection measures 

incorporation made easier by the past 10 years 

experience (1988-1998) :

Á It is difficult (sometime impossible) to clean ;

Á It is costly to clean (and getting costlier as time past 

and  contamination goes undetected) ;

Á Assessment and cleanup are getting more and more 

difficult to avoid (regulation, banks, buyers) ;

Á Thus, to invest in better equipment, assessment and 

follow up makes (more and more) environmental and 

economical sense. 

Á Ex: Double lined petroleum products underground storage 

tanks      


